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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 In accordance with Regulation 15(1)(b) of The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 

2012, this Statement has been prepared to accompany the Submission Draft of the Cassop-cum- 

Quarrington Neighbourhood Plan (hereinafter also referred to as the ‘CCQNP’, ‘Neighbourhood 

Plan’ or ‘Plan’).  

1.2 15(2)  of the Regulations sets out that a Consultation Statement must –  

a) Contain details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed 

neighbourhood development plan;  

b) Explain how they were consulted; 

c) Summarise the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted;  

d) Describe how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant, 

addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan. 

1.3 In order to meet these requirements, this Statement is set out as follows –  

• Background to the Neighbourhood Plan, particularly the context provided by the Parish 

Plan; 

• Preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan, with chronological account of the key stages of 

public consultation from commencement up to the Pre-Submission stage, including who 

was consulted, what measures and methods were used (with examples/screenshots to help 

illustrate), the outcomes of consultation and how they were addressed in the development 

and drafting of the NP; 

• Conclusion and appendices. 

2.0 BACKGROUND TO THE CCQ NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

2.1 The idea of preparing a Neighbourhood Plan for Cassop-cum-Quarrington was first mooted in a 

Parish Plan1  published by the Parish Council back in March 2012. This included a comprehensive 

list of actions to tackle the various issues and concerns that had been identified through 

consultation with the community.  

2.2 Part of this was a commitment to ‘explore Neighbourhood Planning and investigate the appetite 

to develop Neighbourhood Plans across the Parish’ (paragraph 3.5, p.9).  

2.3 This commitment has been successfully implemented, not just in simply exploring 

neighbourhood planning, but ultimately in the significant time, effort and resources required to 

prepare and complete the CCQ Neighbourhood Plan. 

2.4 The experience of preparing the Parish Plan provided a strong foundation to embark on the 

Neighbourhood Plan in three key ways –  

• Gaining familiarity with the processes and techniques of effective community engagement; 

 
1 Available at the following link - https://130ae6eb-70b2-c0e7-1b76-
90a5d4aa750d.filesusr.com/ugd/9ca683_c89db06f8631eb1029acc63cdbb5e649.pdf 
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• Gaining a good understanding of the issues and concerns which the community had in 

respect of a range of topics, as expressed in feedback; 

• Gaining experience of how to respond to this feedback and turn ‘issues’ into ‘actions’. 

2.5 The development of the NP thus benefited from the Parish Plan in terms of both its processes 

and its outcomes.   

 

2.6 In respect of outcomes, it is relevant to note the links between feedback on the Parish Plan and 

feedback on the Neighbourhood Plan. This is best explained in paragraph 6.11 of the NP, which 

identified that ‘the Parish Plan contained findings and recommended actions on the 

environment which have been reinforced and expanded upon through feedback received in 

preparing the Neighbourhood Plan’.  

 

2.7 It then goes on to state that a beneficial undertaking (separate from the NP) would be ‘to 

prepare a consolidated and updated inventory of the key environmental problem areas, sites 

and issues, drawing together the Parish Plan and Neighbourhood Plan findings’. 

 

3.0 PREPARATION OF THE CCQ NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

Seeking designation of the Neighbourhood Area and establishing a NP Steering Committee 
 

3.1 The starting point for preparing the NP was making an application to designate the whole of the 

Parish as a Neighbourhood Area in early 2014. Details of this (including the 

publicity/consultation involved) is below: 

 

• 21/02/2014 - Application made to Durham County Council2 to designate CCQ Parish as a 

Neighbourhood Area 
• March 2014 – Publicity article published in the local community newsletter ‘Bowburn 

Interchange’3 (Issue No 70) entitled ‘Parish seeks Neighbourhood Plan’. An insert to this 

publication contained the Parish Council’s own newsletter and Annual Parish Council 

report, both of which also included explanatory articles on the Neighbourhood Plan. 
• 19/05/2014 – Neighbourhood Area application made subject of 6 weeks consultation. This 

involved publishing the application on the Durham County Council website and in the 

Northern Echo newspaper. Representations were also invited from local ward Members 

and adjoining parish councils. A further article about the Neighbourhood Plan was also 

published in the Parish Council newsletter for May/June 2014 (issued with Bowburn 

Interchange Issue No 71). This included  information about the proposed NP and how to 

make representations in response to the application for Neighbourhood Area designation.  

• 01/07/2014 - Neighbourhood Area designated. A map of the designated Neighbourhood 

Area is contained in the NP at p.8. The County Council’s report confirming the designation 
 

2 It should be highlighted at the outset that this marked the start of close and cooperative relationships with the County 
Council, which continued right through the various stages of preparing the NP 
3 The Bowburn Interchange is the main source of local community news which, despite its name, covers the whole of the 
CCQ Parish and is distributed quarterly to all households and business addresses within it. It also includes the Parish Council 
newsletter which is added as an insert to it. Back copies of the Interchange are available online at - 
https://sites.google.com/site/bowburninterchange/first-earliest-issues 
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at the time noted that the application had not given rise to any objections and that ‘no issues 

have been identified which would suggest that the boundaries proposed are inappropriate 

from a neighbourhood planning perspective’. 

3.2 Also at this early stage, a Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee was set up to manage the 

process of preparing the NP. This was made up of members of the Parish Council and 

representatives from the Bowburn and Parkhill Community Partnership4. The Steering 

Committee reported back to the regular monthly meetings of the Parish Council in a dedicated 

‘NP progress’ slot prior to the start of each Parish Council meeting. This was then recorded in 

the Parish Council minutes, posted online at https://www.ccqparishcouncil.org/minutes-of-

meetings 

3.3 The setting up of the Steering Committee (initially dubbed the ‘Project Team’) was reported on 

in the September 2014 edition of Bowburn Interchange (Issue No 72). The article at the time 

added that ‘anyone interested in finding out more, or who believes they can contribute to the 

work of the project team, is invited to contact the Parish Clerk’. 

The first public consultation exercise (NB - but nullified by second consultation exercise)* 

* It is important to begin by pointing out that the planned focus of the NP fundamentally changed 

shortly after the first consultation exercise. The circumstances behind this is explained in paragraph 

3.6 below, however it nullified the outputs of the first consultation exercise because it essentially led 

to a fresh start and ‘re-set’ of the NP preparation process. 

3.4 The first public consultation for the NP took place in early 2015. Details of this are set out below: 

• December 2014 – a full page ‘Neighbourhood Planning Survey’ was included in the Parish 

Council newsletter in the final Bowburn Interchange of 2014 (Issue No 73). The survey 

consisted of 8 questions, which were mainly related to new-build housing. As the survey 

explained: ‘CCQ Parish intends to focus solely on the provision and location of new housing 

within the Parish covering the period 2016 to 2030…’. It also explained that there would be 

an open day about the NP at Cassop and Bowburn community centres on 17th February (the 

consultation period ran through into January and February, concluding on the 28th February 

2014). 

• 17/02/2015 – Open Days attended by various members of the NP Steering Committee were 

held at Cassop and Bowburn Community centres as part of the consultation exercise. These 

were publicised in advance in the  December newsletter (as mentioned above) and also 

with banners and posters, examples of which are on the following page. As per the survey, 

the focus of these events was specifically around new housing in the Parish. 

• The survey was able to be completed either on paper or online using ‘SurveyMonkey’ 

software. 

•  A copy of the survey questionnaire and collated results is included in Appendices 1 and 2 

 
4 This a pre-existing community body, first set up in March 2004 with the objective ‘to facilitate through public meetings and 
appropriate consultation the improvement of the social, cultural, and environmental surroundings of the Bowburn and 
Parkhill area of benefit. To act with other statutory and non-statutory bodies to achieve these objectives’. 
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at the end of this Statement. The survey results were reported on in an article in the 

Bowburn Interchange for March/April 2015 (Issue No 74). The results were also posted 

online and are still available to view at - https://www.ccqparishcouncil.org/public-

consultation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.5 Although a copy of the survey and results are provided in Appendices 1 and 2, these did not 

have any bearing on the development of the NP so no further analysis of them is necessary.  

Examples of publicity and attendance 
at the Open Days associated with the 
first consultation exercise 
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Awareness raising for second public consultation exercise 

3.6 The need for a comprehensive second consultation exercise became increasingly evident during 

2015, a year marked by a raft of planning permissions for significant new housing developments 

at the edges of Bowburn and Parkhill. Permission for a further major development scheme  

(Integra 61) followed in 2016. A full account of this is given in the CCQ NP (paragraphs 1.8 and 

1.9), but essentially it made it imperative that a fresh round of community consultation be 

undertaken to update and ‘re-calibrate’ the direction and focus of the NP. 

3.7 To gear up for this new consultation exercise, the Steering Committee engaged firstly in a series 

of NP training workshops, including a dedicated session on community engagement in May 

2016. They then orchestrated a NP publicity, awareness and engagement campaign during the 

summer of 2016, consisting of the following –  

• 22/05/2016 – Dedicated Facebook page created to promote awareness of the NP. See – 
https://www.facebook.com/CCQ-Neighbourhood-Plan-125965767819307/5  Likewise, a 
Twitter page was set up to report or comment on the NP at - 
https://twitter.com/CCQPARISH 
 

• 12/06/2016 – Posts were added to Facebook and Twitter pages and people encouraged to 
share the posts. See below –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• 15/06/2016 – Members of Parish Council invited to share details with their networks and 
encourage people to visit website and register for regular information updates.  
 

• 20/06/2016 – Post added to new Facebook page inviting people to register to receive 
Neighbourhood Plan updates by emailing ccqneighbourhood@gmail.com (a dedicated 
email address for NP). These measures resulted in an contact database for the NP which 
ultimately grew to well over 100 email addresses. 

 
5 In addition to the Parish Council’s main Facebook page at - https://www.facebook.com/CassopCQuarrington 
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• 23/06/2016 – Pop up banners were set up in Bowburn and Cassop Community Centres, plus 

handouts distributed during the day for people leaving the Community Centres after EU 
polling. A further banner was also set up in Christ the King Church. See below for examples 
of the banner/handout:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• June 2016 – Issue No 79 of the Bowburn Interchange included a front page update about 

the NP. This provided a ‘heads-up’ as to the next formal consultation exercise, planned for 

September 2016. The article included a reminder to encourage people to register to be kept 

informed of progress updates. A further similar article appeared in the September edition 

(Issue No 80) of the Bowburn Interchange. 

The second public consultation exercise 

3.8 The second public consultation exercise (and formal ‘re-launching’ of the NP) took place 

between 24th September and 1st November 20166. Details are set out below -  

• The new consultation exercise centred around a focused questionnaire, the scope of which 

reflected the changed context for the NP described in paragraph 3.6 above. Rather than 

attempting to plan for new housing development in the Parish (as per the first consultation), 

 
6 Whilst the questionnaire gave a ‘return by’ date of 1st November, an article in the November/December Parish Newsletter 
stated that ‘we are going to keep accepting completed returns (including online completions) throughout December’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Plan will aim to create policies and proposals aimed at: 
x PROTECTING the things that people cherish within the Parish such as the 

environment, green spaces, sites of historical importance, and the unique character 
of settlements within the Parish 

x IMPROVING the things within the Parish which people believe are important, such 
as the infrastructure, streets, public places, and where community facilities should 
be located 

x IDENTIFYING the most appropriate and preferable sites for future development of 
housing, business, and leisure, including criteria for size, design and layout.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s Next? 
Over the next few months we will be gathering information about your neighbourhood 
and in September formally engaging with local communities to determine: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 In the meantime, so we can keep you informed, we need you 
to give us permission to send you updates about our progress.  
If you have an email address: email your name and your 
post code to: ccqneighbourhood@gmail.com or post your 
name and address to The Parish Clerk, Cassop-cum-
Quarrington Parish Council, 33, Scargill Drive, Spennymoor, 

DL16 6LY, or drop your details into your local community 
centre in either Bowburn or Cassop. For further details, please visit the Parish Council website 
at www.ccqparishcouncil.org.  
 

What is a Neighbourhood Plan? 
It’s a planning document which will become part of the Durham Local 
Plan and will be specifically focused on policies and proposals for the use 
and development of land in the Cassop-cum-Quarrington Parish i.e. in 
the settlements of Bowburn, Cassop, Old Cassop, Old Quarrington, 
Parkhill, and Tursdale. 

What it’s Not. 
It’s not a wish list of community projects or a means of solving all the 
issues facing the Parish. Whilst we can include views from the community 
about wider issues such as schooling, the provision of social and health 
services and the like, a Neighbourhood Plan is concerned with the use and 
development of land. 

What’s Good 
About Your Area? 

What’s Not So 
Good About Your 

Area? 

What Could Be 
Improved? 

Register to be 
Kept Informed 
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it sought to establish what aspects of the environment the community wished to see 

safeguarded/enhanced and what new development should seek to achieve. A copy of the 

questionnaire is provided at Appendix 3 of this Statement. 

• A paper copy of the questionnaire was distributed to every household and business address 

in the Parish, as well as being made available to complete online via ‘SurveyMonkey’ 

software – see below for screenshot from the Parish Council’s website: 

 

• Publicity also took place via Twitter and Facebook - see examples below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Information and publicity about the NP took place as part of the Bowburn Fun Day, a 

popular annual community event, which took place on 24/09/2016 (coinciding with the 

start of the formal consultation exercise). A stall was staffed during the day, with copies of 

the questionnaire being made available as well as flyers about the NP. 

• The Parish Council newsletter for November/December (in Bowburn Interchange Issue No 
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81) carried a special feature on the NP under the heading ‘It’s Your Choice’. This highlighted 

the importance of taking part in the consultation and having a say and confirmed that 

questionnaire responses would continue to be accepted till the end of 2016.  

• Finally, publicity also took place in the local press, including a weekly posting in ‘Durham 

Times’ during October, November and December 2016 (example below).  

 

 

Outcomes from the second consultation exercise 

3.9 Following the consultation exercise, it transpired that most responses (81) had been via the 

online questionnaire. However, the remaining hard copy responses (45) were able to be 

manually added to these so that all responses were then available within the ‘SurveyMonkey’ 

system.  

3.10 This allowed for the questionnaire results to be systematically collated and analysed and also 
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allowed statistical outputs to be quickly and accurately produced and presented in bar charts 

and pie charts. ‘Free text’ comments however needed to be manually grouped, quantified and 

ranked. 

3.11 Following this, a ‘summary of key feedback’ was prepared and included in the June 2017 Parish 

Council newsletter (within Bowburn Interchange No 83): 

 

3.12  The results were also posted on the Parish Council’s website, where they can still be viewed at 

https://www.ccqparishcouncil.org/2016-public-consultation A copy is provided at the end of 

this Statement in Appendix 4. 

3.13 The messages which emerged from the consultation exercise covered a range of issues, both 

positive and negative and encompassing planning and non-planning matters. These issues 

varied greatly in their propensity to be tackled through the NP and so the guiding principle 

moving forward was to narrow them down to a) those issues which represented the greatest 

priority for the NP to address, and, b) which best lent themselves to being addressed through 

the mechanism of a NP.  

3.14 A draft Vision and Objectives were then developed as a foundation for the Plan’s eventual 

policies. These were publicised in the December 2017 issue of Bowburn Interchange (No 85) 

with the opportunity for any comments to be made (in the event none were received). The 

objectives listed at the time were – 

• To carefully manage new development whilst ensuring that the rural setting around and 

between settlements is protected and enhanced; 

• To identify, protect and enhance local green spaces and other valued features of the  parish  

for  the  roles  they fulfil physical as well as  emotional; 

• To ensure that any new development in the parish is carefully designed to enhance the 

quality of the environment. 

3.15 These objectives (with minor editing) were therefore carried forward into the NP and formed 

the basis for development of its 4 policies –  

• CCQ1: Protected Rural Settings 

• CCQ2: Local Green Spaces 
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• CCQ3: Locally Valued Heritage Assets 

• CCQ4: Achieving Beautiful and Successful Development 

3.16 The community have been kept regularly informed as the NP has been developed and drafted 

through timely articles in the Bowburn Interchange/Parish newsletter and Facebook/Twitter 

updates. Examples include Bowburn Interchange editions 86, 88, 90, 91, 92 and 93. This covers 

the period up to December 2019. Subsequent (2020) publications of the Interchange have had 

to be halted due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

The Pre-Submission (Regulation 14) consultation exercise 

3.17 The statutory (Regulation 14) consultation exercise on the Pre-Submission CCQ NP took place 

from Monday 20th July to Monday 14th September 2020. In line with Government advice 

(Planning Practice Guidance, paragraph 107), special measures were put in place to ensure an 

effective consultation process given the restrictions created by the coronavirus pandemic. 

These recognised the need to ensure that –  

•  All groups in the community have been sufficiently engaged, such as with those without 

internet access, through targeted methods such as by telephone or in writing;	

•  Physical copies of the Neighbourhood Plan could be made available for those without online 

access. 	

3.18 In line with PPG advice, close liaison took place with Durham County Council to agree the 

appropriate measures and these were fully supported by them. In addition to the normal online 

access to the Neighbourhood Plan7 and submission of comments via email and post, they 

included –  

a)   Running the consultation over eight weeks rather than six; 

b)   Arrangements for the County Council to help with the collection of written comments for 

those who were shielding and unable to leave the house to post them; 

c)   Arrangements to allow people to request a hard copy of the Neighbourhood Plan 

document; 

d)   A dedicated telephone helpline and email address to access b) and c) and/or to deal with 

any queries regarding the Plan. 

 
7 Via Durham County Council and CCQ Parish Council websites, plus Facebook and Twitter (see example overleaf) 
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3.19 A list of the statutory consultees notified about the Pre-Submission NP8 is included in Appendix 

6, and a copy of the notification letter itself is at Appendix 7. Everyone on the Parish Council’s 

NP email database was also notified. Finally, public notices were placed on community centre 

notice boards, and in the library. 

Outcomes from the Pre-Submission consultation exercise  

3.20 At the close of the consultation, a total of 9 submissions had been received. 7 were from 

statutory organisations and 2 were from landowners. Details of the submissions, the responses 

to them and how (where relevant) they led to changes in the NP are set out in Appendix 5. 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

4.1 In light of the evidence provided in this Statement, it is concluded that the process and 

techniques involved in community engagement were thorough and robust and the results of it 

have been properly considered and reflected both in the development and final content of the 

CCQ Neighbourhood Plan. 

4.2 Accordingly, it is the conclusion of this Statement  that the requirements of the relevant 

Regulations have been fully met.  

 

 
8 In accordance with sub-section b) of Regulation 14, being ‘any consultation body referred to in paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 
whose interests the qualifying body considers may be affected by the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan’  

Facebook post for the 
Pre-Submission NP 
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APPENDICES 
 

The following Table provides a summary of the Appendices which follow: 

 

APPENDIX PAGE DESCRIPTION 

1 13 Neighbourhood Planning Survey from first consultation exercise  

2 14 Results from first consultation exercise 

3 16 Questionnaire from second consultation exercise 

4 19 Summary of key feedback from second public consultation exercise 

5 21 Summary of submissions to Regulation 14 consultation & Qualifying Body’s 

response to them (including consequential changes to the NP)  

6 27 List of statutory consultees notified at Regulation 14 stage 

7 38 Notification letter/email to statutory consultees at Regulation 14 stage 
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APPENDIX 1: ‘NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING SURVEY’  
(FROM FIRST CONSULTATION EXERCISE) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Neighbourhood Planning Survey for the parish of Cassop Cum Quarrington 
You may remember that we asked you to take part in a survey for a neighbourhood plan that the parish council is  currently building this is due to the  Localism Act which enables communities to draw 
up a Neighbourhood Plan for their area which gives communities more of a say in the development of their local area.  

We would like first to share some of the results from the original survey and then we would like to ask you a further question, we have now been able to build some principals that will guide the plan 
and we would like to know if you agree with them and any comments you may have if you disagree, but first the results  

1. If there is to be further development within Cassop cum Quarrington, in your opinion how many new homes should be built in the Parish in the next 15 years?   

0-100  80% 101-200   13% 201-500   4% 501-1000   1% over 1000    2%  

2. What size do you believe that new developments should be with regards to the number of houses?   

0-20   78% 21-50   15% 51-100   3% 101-200   1% 201-400   1% As many as are required to meeting the housing need   3%  

3. Where in the parish should any new housing be located   

On in-fill sites (empty spaces within an existing settlement that is not being used for any particular purpose)   42%  

On green fields near existing communities and settlements   3%  

On green fields away from existing communities and settlements   1%  

On brownfield sites provided they have no recreational or wildlife value  30%  

On any brownfield sites (i.e. sites that have been previously used for industry or housing or some other purpose)   18%  

On the edge of existing settlements   6%  

4. Thinking about social housing mix, in an example of a 100 house development which of the following statements would you agree with?   

Social housing should not exceed 10 houses   73% Social housing should not exceed 20 houses   21% Social housing should not exceed 30 houses   3%  

Social housing should not exceed 40 houses   3%  

5. Thinking of the layout of any future developments what would you like to see included   

Roads within a development should be at least 4.5m/14ft 9ins wide                 17%  

Roads within a development should be at least 5.0m/16ft 5 ins wide                 9%  

Roads within a development should be at least 5.5m/18ft wide    66%  

There should be sufficient garages provided on new developments to cater for at least a single car per household   67%  

Each household should be able to park at least one car on a driveway in front of their house/ apartment   82%  

6. Thinking about your own community do you agree with any of the following statements?    

We need new housing so that council tax revenue can be collected to improve facilitates and services for everyone   12%  

We need a new Primary School before we have new houses   41%  

We need a new Secondary School before we have new houses   78%  

We need a bigger population before we can think about building new schools   3%  

7. Do you agree with any of the following statements with regards to other facilities we would need?    

We need to keep our open spaces because it makes people feel better and less stressed   68%  

We can’t afford keep open spaces when people need new homes   2%  

We need more community facilities before we increase the population by building new houses   31%  

Building more community facilities is pointless if there isn’t a big enough population to use them   1%  

I am aware of a number of empty properties which need to be utilised before we build more new houses   23%  

New housing brings much needed fresh blood into the community   5%  

We need to be allocating land for industrial development   15%  

We need to be allocating land for retail development   9%  

We should consider creating mixed developments – e.g. houses, industry, and retail   35%  

Here is the second part, we would like you to read the principals which will guide is in writing the Neighbourhood plan, if you are happy with them please say so in the box below, if you are not and be-
lieve there is something that we have missed or one of the principals needs to be changed please put your comments in the box below, you can complete this survey online at  https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/MN2N93G or pop this survey into the box at Cassop or Bowburn community centres by 3rd January 2016 

Can you please circle which part of the parish you live in. 

Cassop            Old Quarrington                Bowburn                Park Hill                Old Cassop            Tursdale 

 

The Parish Council’s logo states that the Parish Council is ‘here to enhance the quality of the parishioners’ lives whilst delivering an efficient and proactive service’ and in many ways this encompasses the 
aims of this Neighbourhood Plan.  

In delivering a Neighbourhood Plan it is hoped that the Parish Council is being proactive in creating an environment in which the lives of Parishioners are enhanced by recognising that the environment is 
not just about green fields but also about the houses in which people live; the locality and surroundings of the settlements within the Parish; and the Parish’s infrastructure. Not all of this is within the 
gift of the Parish Council but the aim is to influence Durham County Council that the people of Cassop cum Quarrington desire a significant say in how the Parish is developed. 

The Parish Council wants the parish to thrive as a vibrant and distinctive community, to overcome existing employment and wage deprivation and provide an environment where people wish to live and 
work with an ever improving quality of life.  

The Parish Council will do this by: 

1. Seeking to ensure that the design and layout of new development is both appropriate and sensitive to the local community and environment 

2. Ensuring that the scale and siting of new development is appropriate and proportionate for the needs of the local community whilst encouraging manageable growth 

3. Demonstrating sensitivity for the impact that development may have on existing settlements, landscape and heritage assets 

4. Encouraging the improvement of the environment and local infrastructure in order to enhance the living standards of the people of Cassop cum Quarrington 

5. Supporting development which aims to increase the likelihood of employment opportunities within the Parish 

6. Maintaining the quality of the natural environment with its protected wildlife interests 

Do you agree or disagree with the vision statement?  Please circle one below 

 Agree 

 Disagree 

If you do disagree with any of the statements above please advise which numbered statement you disagree with and say why in the box below. 
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APPENDIX 2: RESULTS FROM FIRST CONSULTATION EXERCISE 
 

If there is to be further development within Cassop cum Quarrington in your opinion how many new homes 
should be built in the Parish in the next 15 years?  (ONE CHOICE ONLY) 
0-100   69% 
101-200           10%  
201-500             12%  
501-1000            2%  
Over 1000          7%  
 
What size do you believe that new developments should be with regards to the number of houses?  
(ONE CHOICE ONLY)  
0-20                     67%  
21-50                    15%  
51-100            5%  
101-201     1% 
201-400            2%  
As many as required  10%  
 
Where in the parish should any new housing be located?   (ONE CHOICE ONLY)  
• On in-fill sites (empty spaces within an existing settlement that is not being used for any 

particular purpose          27%  
• On green fields away from existing communities and settlements      2%  
• On brownfield sites provided they have no recreational or wildlife value    27%  
• On any brownfield sites (i.e. sites that have been previously used for industry or housing 

or some other purpose)         32%  
• On the edge of existing settlements        12%  
 
Thinking about social housing mix, in an example of a 100 house development which of the following 
statements would you agree with?  (ONE CHOICE ONLY)  
Social housing should not exceed 10 houses        63%  
Social housing should not exceed 20 houses        18%  
Social housing should not exceed 30 houses        10%  
Social housing should not exceed 40 houses           9%  
 
Thinking of the layout of any future developments what would you like to see included?  
(MULTIPLE CHOICES) 
Roads within a development should be at least 4.5m/14ft 9ins wide     10%  
Roads within a development should be at least 5.0m/16ft 5ins wide     14%  
Roads within a development should be at least 5.5m/18ft wide                 55%  
There should be sufficient garages provided on new developments to cater for at least  
a single car per household         76%  
Each household should be able to park at least one car on a driveway in front of their 
house/ apartment          98%  
 
Thinking about your own community do you agree with any of the following statements?  (MULTIPLE 
CHOICES) 
• We need new housing so that council tax revenue can be collected to improve facilitates and services for 

everyone           11%  
• We need a new Primary School before we have new houses     48%  
• We need a new Secondary School before we have new houses     78%  
• We need a bigger population before we can think about building new schools     8%  
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APPENDIX 2: RESULTS FROM FIRST CONSULTATION EXERCISE 
(CONTINUED) 

 
Do you agree with any of the following statements with regards to other facilities we would need? 
(MULTIPLE CHOICES)   
• We need to keep our open spaces because it makes people feel better and less  

stressed           83%  
• We can’t afford keep open spaces when people need new homes       5%  
• We need more community facilities before we increase the population by building  

new houses           66%  
• Building more community facilities is pointless if there isn’t a big enough population to  

use them              2%  
• I am aware of a number of empty properties which need to be utilised before we build  

more new houses          37%  
• New housing brings much needed fresh blood into the community    15%  
• We need to be allocating land for industrial development     27%  
• We need to be allocating land for retail development      32%  
• We should consider creating mixed developments – e.g. houses, industry, and retail   34%  

 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
• Bowburn needs to create a designated "front street" or shopping area to allow easy access to retail and 

other services. 
• I don't agree with any new housing at all. Bowburn is desperate for a secondary school and shops to 

create a more cohesive community. Then think of building houses 
• the doctors surgerys need to be expanded before more housing is built the surgeries are stretched now 

the supermarket that keeps surfacing will it ever happen who knows 
• The parish is at saturation point housing not needed parish infrastructure is not capable of sustaining any 

further homes. Roads cant cope with traffic and any further development would be detrimental to the 
environment. 

• Please do not allow our magnificent countryside to be concreted as it will be gone forever and we owe it 
to our children and their children to stop our countryside from being destroyed. 

• Traffic and parking congestion needs to be tackled. 
• Not necessary! There are plenty of houses in Durham already. Let's keep our county green 
• the bowburn /coxhoe area is developing in to nothing but urban sprawl destroying previous communities 

look at newton hall and belmont if you wish to see the future .can planners and councils help to arrest? 
• Any revenue generated from the development of housing should be spent in the area of that 

development and NOT around the north durham/county hall area again! In bowburn, you could start by 
knocking down the co op building, oak tree pub and the 2 shops/take away facilities. Build a nice row of 
shops/pub, with parking, build a few houses on the oak tree site. Stop moving troublesome 
families/people into bowburn. All we seem to get is ex travellers and ex cons, the place has gone to rat! 

• The last thing this parish needs is more housing.There are no community facilities to support additional 
houses, and the open spaces we have should remain so for the health and wellbeing of the people living 
here now. 

• The Parish is already has plans for sufficient houses over this period 
• We need to take into account the views of local people who should be empowered to make decisions 

about new housing not the council 
 
Which part of the Parish do you live in?  
• Bowburn   36%  
• Cassop     8%  
• Old Cassop     0  
• Old Quarrington    3%  
• Parkhill   53%  
• Tursdale      0 
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APPENDIX 3: QUESTIONNAIRE FROM SECOND CONSULTATION EXERCISE 
(NB – CONDENSED INTO 4 PAGES PER PAGE FOR BREVITY) 
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APPENDIX 3: QUESTIONNAIRE FROM  
SECOND CONSULTATION EXERCISE (CONTINUED) 
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APPENDIX 3: QUESTIONNAIRE FROM  
SECOND CONSULTATION EXERCISE (CONTINUED) 
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APPENDIX 4: SUMMARY OF KEY FEEDBACK  
FROM SECOND PUBLIC CONSULTATION  

Housing 
• The seemingly uncontrolled rapid growth of housing development featured as one of the top 3 

concerns in answer to and about the Parish. 
• There was strong support for restricting further housing expansion through the identification of 

settlement boundaries for Bowburn and Parkhill. Reasons given include 
- large scale of recent housing growth 
- loss of village identity 
- reduced separation between settlements 
- loss of open fields and inadequate infrastructure/facilities (e.g. - schools, surgery). 

• In terms of housing in the smaller settlements (Cassop, Old Cassop, Tursdale and Old Quarrington), 
most respondents favoured this being limited to conversions and small infill sites. A few people 
mentioned possible scope for expansion at Tursdale in view of its position along the A688. 

• Other comments included ensuring that any developments were sensitively handled and in keeping 
with the scale and character of the villages. Several comments referred to the lack of infrastructure and 
facilities in the villages as a limiting factor. 

• In terms of the self-build sector, most respondents were supportive of the Neighbourhood Plan 
including measures to facilitate this. Reasons given include providing for local people with growing 
families and enabling more diverse house design instead of the usual uniformity. However, some 
caveats included making sure self-builds are still within the village boundary, are properly managed 
and that self-build residents are part of the local community. 

Design of New Development 
• Almost all respondents were supportive of the Neighbourhood Plan including measures to promote 

good quality design for new development. The most commonly cited reason was the unappealing, 
characterless and poorly designed nature of much existing/recent housing. 

• Other comments included providing for a range of house types with green spaces and trees and 
including eco-friendly measures. 

Business & Employment 
• Strong support for the Neighbourhood Plan to include measures to facilitate small business and 

employment opportunities such as start-ups and working from home. A few suggestions were put 
forward including provision of small low-cost workshop/incubator units with shared facilities 
(utilising empty buildings/units), providing opportunities for creative/crafting stalls in the village hall 
and backing it up with dedicated financial/business support. 

• Caveats included making sure such uses are appropriately located within village boundaries and don’t 
give rise to unacceptable impacts on neighbours. Concern was also raised about traffic and the need to 
improve access links between trading estates. The merits of a relief road were also mentioned, 
particularly in the context of development of the site. 

Shopping & services 
• In terms of quality of life criteria, this was the area which performed the poorest according to 

respondents. 
• This was also borne out in comments received – in terms of the ‘ aspects of the Parish, shopping 

opportunities received the greatest number of mentions. 
• There was therefore strong support for improved and more accessible shopping opportunities 

(especially new supermarket & pub) 
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APPENDIX 4: SUMMARY OF KEY FEEDBACK 
FROM SECOND PUBLIC CONSULTATION (CONTINUED) 

• There was also strong support for establishing a village centre or hub (though a concern was expressed 
that it could act as a focal point for youths gathering). Various sites were suggested for the hub, with 
the Ogden’s site receiving the most mentions. 

• Highest priorities to tackle under this topic were the general appearance of the environment and crime 
and security (however solutions for these would largely lie outside the remit of a Neighbourhood 
Plan). 

• Other comments referred to access, parking and traffic issues with suggested solutions including 
providing a relief road, changing formation at roundabout and providing for more sustainable transport 
(also largely outside the remit of a Neighbourhood Plan to tackle). 

Green Spaces 
• Accessibility to green spaces scored the highest in terms of performing ‘well’ as a quality of life 

criteria in the Parish. 
• Therefore, strong support for the Neighbourhood Plan identifying and protecting green spaces from 

being lost to development. 
• Many sites were put forward, with most mentions being for the ‘green corridor’ near Mary Terrace 

(A177) and Bowburn Park/recreation ground and allotments. However, many other green spaces were 
mentioned individually. 

• Likewise, many neglected green spaces were put forward as contenders for improvement, most being 
individually mentioned, but with multiple mentions for Bowburn Park, recreation ground, bowling 
green and allotments, the wooded edge of Bowburn Industrial Estate and the environs of Bowburn 
beck. 

• Under the heading of ‘, it is noteworthy that the state of the environment received the greatest number 
of mentions. Issues to be tackled ranged from litter, dog mess, neglected open spaces, pathways, 
verges and streets. 

• There was also some overlap with green spaces which were also ‘routes’ i.e. – footpaths, bridleways, 
cycleways. This is covered more fully under the topic ‘. 

Protection of Valued Assets 
• As with green spaces, most of the ‘valued assets’ put forward were one-off suggestions by individual 

respondents (nevertheless an interesting and diverse mix). 
• Most mentions were for protection of the limestone escarpment and views of it from Parkhill and 

elsewhere. 

Getting Around 
• The greatest priorities for improvement were for pedestrians (including walking in the countryside), 

public transport and facilities for mobility vehicles/wheelchairs. Providing improved pedestrian 
crossing points in Bowburn was cited as one example. 

• The lowest priority for improvement was for traffic calming and provision for cyclists. However, this 
was not borne out by comments received. The largest number were in respect of traffic calming, 
specifically speed humps, which were mostly not supported. Preferred alternatives included speed 
cameras, chicanes or speed limit reminders. This is also reinforced by the multiple mentions of 
tackling speeding traffic. 

• There were broadly similar numbers of comments received supporting improved provision for cyclists 
(including utilising the old railway line), improved public transport (especially at non-peak times) and 
tackling parking problems at areas (e.g. – around the Co-op and school). These issues would however 
fall outside of the remit of a Neighbourhood Plan to tackle. 
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APPENDIX 5: SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS TO REGULATION 14 
CONSULTATION & QUALIFYING BODY’S (QB’S) RESPONSE TO THEM 

 
Responses received 

At the close of the consultation, a total of 9 submissions had been received. 7 were from statutory 
organisations and 2 were from landowners. 

Details of the submissions, the Qualifying Body’s responses to them and how, (where relevant), the 
NP has been changed are set out in the table which follows (note this is spread over 5 pages).  

The following notes provide additional explanation to assist in reading the table. 

• Note 1: Submissions are in alphabetical order by name of submitter 

 

• Note 2: Submitter names are hyperlinked (clickable) to their respective submission 

 

• Note 3: Submissions which refer to different aspects of the NP are itemised, with the Qualifying 

Body (QB) response correspondingly itemised 

 

• Note 4: Text in the table flows from the end of one page to the next  

 

• Note 5: In the interests of space and legibility, a more detailed response to submissions on Policy 

CCQ1 follows at the end of the table  
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APPENDIX 5: SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS TO REGULATION 14 
CONSULTATION & QB’S RESPONSE TO THEM (CONTINUED) 
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From: Gillian Kelly [mailto:gilliankelly.ccqparish@yahoo.com]  
Sent: 10 July 2020 17:43 
Subject: Cassop-cum-Quarrington Neighbourhood Plan - Consultation 
 
10 July 2020 
 
Dear Sir or Madam 
 
Cassop-cum-Quarrington Neighbourhood Plan proposal under Regulation 14 of the  
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 and the Localism Act 2011 
Cassop-cum-Quarrington Parish Council has produced a proposed Neighbourhood Plan.  
In accordance with Regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012, the 
Parish Council are undertaking a formal ‘Pre-Submission’ Consultation on the Plan, during which 
time comments are being invited upon its proposals. 
This consultation period will last for 8 weeks and will run from Monday 20th July to Monday 
14th September 2020.  
 
For further details, and to view a copy of the proposed Neighbourhood Plan, please visit our 
website: https://www.ccqparishcouncil.org/ccq-neighbourhood-plan-2020   
 
A copy of the Plan is also available on the County Council’s website: 
http://www.durham.gov.uk/article/18184/Neighbourhood-planning-what-s-happening-   
 
All comments on the Neighbourhood Plan should be made in writing. You can send your 
comments, by email to:  
• ccqneighbourhood@gmail.com  
Or alternatively they can be posted to: 
• CCQ Parish Council, Neighbourhood Plan, Durham Rd, Bowburn, Durham DH6 5AT. 
Please also note the screening report which concludes that the Plan does not require sustainability 
or habitat assessment. 
 
Given the current restrictions connected to Covid 19, the County Council can help with the 
collection of written comments for those who are shielding and unable to leave the house to post 
them. Please get in touch with the Parish Council (contact details below) if you wish to access this 
service, or if you wish to request a hard copy of the Neighbourhood Plan document.  
 
Finally, if you have any queries regarding the Plan, you can contact the Parish Council either at 
ccqneighbourhood@gmail.com or by telephone on 07834 363444 
Please note that comments should be received no later than 5pm on Monday 14th September 2020 
Yours faithfully  
  
Gillian Kelly 
Parish Clerk 
Cassop-cum-Quarrington Parish Council 
www.ccqparishcouncil.org 
 


